OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS
" vakeels" (agents), who were bargaining the whole
way as to the dowry of the bride. Every now and
then they would come to a standstill, and the
bride's vakeel would refuse to go a step further till
more money had been paid, and after a great deal
of shouting, gesticulating, and wrangling, the bride-
groom's vakeel would end by throwing some coins
into the other's hand, and then the procession would
proceed for a few steps till blocked once more, while
the whole process of bargaining was gone through
again. Fireworks were going off the whole time,
and were apparently laid along the route, for every
now and then we were startled by having a rocket
fly up from beneath our feet. About every twenty
yards or so we came across huge bonfires of dried
faggots right in our path, and the whole procession
had to wait till these had died down before they
could pass on, Arriving at the door of the bride-
groom's house, a final and most exciting scene took
place between the two vakeels, the one threatening
even then to take the bride away, and the other,
getting more wildly angry every minute, declaring
he did not want the bride, and would not pay a
"para" (^-d.) more for her, and ending up by giving
the sum bargained for. If we had not known it
was all part of the ceremony, we might have ex-
pected the two men to come to blows; but it all
ended happily, and we trooped into the new home
of the bride. Then came a long time of weary wait-
ing, during which my sympathies went out to the
tired, frightened bride; but just as we thought there
was nothing more to wait for, three interesting
scenes took place. The first was the actual marriage
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